PROPER BEHAVIOR ON THE GOLF COURSE
     When you play golf, how you play is just as important as how you score.  There are many rules for proper play.  There are also some rules for good behavior on the course.  Following these rules will not only help you to be a better golfer, but will also make you a better companion on the course and keep you out of trouble with both the course and other golfers.

1. Before you swing your club for any reason, be sure you won’t hit anybody.  Don’t take practice swings where you might hit something or take chunks out of the nice grass.

2. Before hitting your ball, be sure people playing in front of you are far enough away that you won’t hit them.  If you are close to the green and the group (or person) in front of you is still putting, wait until they move to the next tee before attempting to hit your ball onto the green.

3. When playing in a group, the player who is farthest away from the hole plays first.  Stand still and don’t talk when your playing partners are getting ready to hit.  This is especially true when you are close together on the greens.

4. Plan your next shot and decide what club to use next while others in your group are playing.  Then you can step up to your ball and hit it as soon as it is your turn.  Let faster groups of players go ahead of you.  This is called “playing through.”

5. If you hit your ball into a sand trap, be careful how you walk in the trap to play your ball.  Try not to mess up the sand any more than necessary.  After you hit your ball out of the trap use the rake to smooth out the footprints you made in the sand.  Don’t hold everybody else up, but do a good job of raking.
6. When hitting your ball, your club often cuts chunks of grass and dirt out of the ground.  These chunks are called divots.  When you make a divot, put it back in the spot it came from.  When golf balls hit a green from a distance, they make small dents.  You should repair dents carefully with a tee or ball mark repair tool.  (An experienced golfer can show you the technique.)
7. When you’re on the green, walk carefully – try not to drag your feet as this damages the green.  You should never drive or pull carts onto the greens or drop your bag on the green.
8. If you are playing in a group, try to be encouraging.  Be polite.  Help watch where the other person’s ball flies.  On the green if your ball is near another player’s putting line, put a marker where your ball is, pick it up and step well out of the way.  Avoid walking between the hole and another player’s ball.  Move off the green before stopping to record your score. 
9. Wear proper attire when you play golf.  Blue jeans and tee shirts are not clothes for golf.  Shirts with collars and slacks or shorts should be worn. 
