Elk Rapids Golf Club Hosts 22nd Annual Youth Golf Program

On July 13th, 15th and 16th the Elk Rapids Golf Club held its 22nd Annual Youth Golf Program and Tournament. In the program, club members provide free golf instruction to boys and girls ages 8 to 13. Over 35 club members volunteered their time and 42 children in the community took part.  The program culminated on Friday, July 16th with a tournament for the participants. 
During the first two days, club members provided individual and group lessons to the boys and girls on golf skills including driving, pitching, chipping and putting. Instruction on golf rules and etiquette was also covered in the program.

On Friday, July 16th, the Club closed the course to the general public for over 3 hours to hold a special tournament for the children who had taken part in the two days of instruction.  Boys and girls ages 8 to10 played a 3- hole match and the 11 to 13 age group played a 6- hole match. At the conclusion of the tournament the Club provided free food and beverages for the children and their families.  Trophies and certificates--along with door prizes donated by club members-- were presented by Club President Deems Smith to the tournament participants.
In the 8 to 10 age group, the boy winner was Cameron Kornsey and Zachary Platt finished 2nd.  The girl winner was Katie Ferguson with Nicole Sands coming in 2nd.
In the 11 to 13 age group, the boy winner was Ryan Masell. Hayden Black and Jack Hawkins tied for 2nd.  The girl winner was Cara Ferguson followed by Mollie Michaud who came in 2nd. 

 It is interesting to note that both Katie and Cara Ferguson who finished 2nd in last year’s tournament, moved into the 1st place bracket in 2010.  Congratulations to all.
The Club was happy to welcome back former program participant Anna Gray for her help as an official in the tournament. Anna is now a member of her high school golf team. Thanks also to club member volunteers Bob Kingon, Donna Reffitt,  Joyce and Gary McDowell, Wanda Humphrey, George Zambo, Sue & Rob Cain, Kim & Frank Sands, Brian Taylor, Betty & Bob Kleinow, Kathy & Pete DiMercurio, Jeri & Gene Miller, Dave Christenson, Nancy Butson, Ann Borysiak, Cheryl & George Knight, Marty Olosky, and Katy Black  A special thank you to Patty McDonald, Joanne Emmett, Ron Dork, Ron Kuite, Dana Vannoy, Deb Smith and Jim Hoey who volunteered their time on all three days. We also appreciate Carol Merillat and the Lomasney family who donated additional golf clubs.

Deborah Taylor, Linda Hoey and Mack Endo of the Youth Program/Golf Committee are sorry if we missed anyone and would also like to give many thanks to our golf staff for all their work.                                                 Submitted by Deborah Taylor, Chairman 

